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Hon. A. H. Panton: Yon will be like the
rest of them when you get there.

Mr. LESLIE: I believe that the best

Government, and the best form of govern-

ment, is that which is elosest to the people,
and that is why I want to see the powers
of local governing authorities left with
them as far as possible so long as they are
going to do the job in the interests of the
people that they, in their turn, represent.
Many members of road boards forget that
they represent hundreds of people who are
living wnder the conditions that they, es
road board members, lay down. I say again
that the best form of government we can
bave is that which is closest to the people.
It is, therefore, extremely unlikely that I
would ever he an advocate of a uniform
law. We could not have it with the differ-
ing conditions that exist. One could very
nearly say that we require one law for the
wheatbelt and another for the Great South-
ern area. But we ean arrive at a happy
medium in our local sphere, and that is
what this Bill hopes to achieve, I shall
support the second reading.

Possibly when we pet to the Committee
stage I will have guite a number of amend-
ment te deal with, in acecordanee with re-
quests from local governing bodies I repre-
sent, in an attempt to bring about a corres-
tion of some of the undesirable features
that exist. I only hope that any views I
might submit in that direction will be in
accord with the-views of the majority of
members, but I have my doubts abount thet.
I might put ‘up an amendment that is wanted
by only half-a-dozen of the road boards
and not by the others. I treat the Bill as
a non-Iarty measure and the suggestion of
the member for Northem is acceptable to
me. If he thinks some good will come of it,
I am happy about that, though I have my
doubts.

On motion by Mr. Needham, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 4.25 p.m.

e —————————
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.
Az to Proposed Railway Deviation.
El

Hon, G. FTRASER asked the Chief Secre-
tary:

Owing to the lack of definite information
in the Tydeman report, will the Minister
obtain the feollowing inforization:—

(1) The exact point the propoesed devia-
tion will leave the main Perth-Fremantle
railway line at North Fremantle?

(2} What route the new line will take
through North Fremantle to the proposed
new hridge ?

(3) At what position the proposed new
bridge will finish at East Fremantle; and

(4) What route the new line will follow
till it again links up with the present Perth-
Fremantle railway?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR

" AGRICULTURE (for the Chief Secretary)

replied:

Until surveys are completed, no more defi-
nite information c¢an be given than that
shown in Appendix 23 of Celonel Tyde. .
man’s report.
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RAILWAYS.
As to Employees’ Homes, Salmon Gums.

Hon. G, BENNETTS asked the Chief See-
retary: .

(1) Is the Premier aware that the reply
to my question regarding the fettlers’ resi-
denees at Salmon Gums was misleading and
that only two homes have been erected in
the past three years and by the previous
Government, not.three as indicated? In this
reply he stafed, ‘‘and it cannot be said
that the need for providing houses has been
overlocked at that centre.!’ The only ac-
commodation provided by the present Gov-
ernment consists of two 8 x 10 calico tents?

{2} Is he aware that these deplorable con-
ditions prevail—

(a) The home oceupied by ganger
Chandler is four-roomed, two rooms 12
x 10, the other two rooms 12 x 12. Liv-
ing in the home are Mr. Chandler, wife
and eight chiidren, the ages being boys
18, 12 and 3, and girls 10, 7 and 5, and
twins of 14. -,

(b} The house that Mr. Frost is living
in with his wife and seven children, their
ages being girls 14, 8, 6 and 3, and the
hoys 12, 11 and 7, contains.two rooms
12 x 9 with kitchen 12 x 12—three
rooms in all.

(¢} Mr. and Mrs. Wincup with two
children, their ages being 6 and 3 respec-
tively, are living in two calico tents, 8
x 10, and are using the single men’s
kitechen for cooking and eating their
meals?

{3) In view of the conditions as stated,
and having in mind that railway men are
essential and hard to ohfain in outback dis-
triets, will {he Premier grive early considera-
tion to the provision of extra accommeoda-
tion to help maintain a better standard of
living, and a mueh more healthy one at
that?

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTTURE (for the Chief Secretary)
replied:

(1) No. Three houses have been provided
by the Railway Department during the past
three years at Salmon QGums, ie., two
ereeted and one purchased. -

(2} (a) An enclosed sleepout is being
provided.

[COUNCIL.)

{b}) A recent application for two extra
detached rooms has been received and is
now under consideration.

(e} According to departmental records,
the tenancy of cottage No. 919, which is
a converted school building from Red Lake,
is in the name of Mr. Wineup.

(3) Answered by No. 2.

BUILDING TRADES.
As to Long Service Leave.

Hon. G. FRASER asked the Chigf Secre-
tary:

{1} What is the basis of payment of long
service leave to a building tradesman?

(2) Is the person concerned entitled to
a multiplication of his usual weekly wage,
or are deductions made from the usual
weekly wage$

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (for the Chief Secretary)
replied:

(1} Government building tradesmen em-
ployed by the Prineipal Architeet under the
Private Building Contractors’ Award re-
ceive by concession long service leava in
accordance with the conditions applying to
all Government wages employees.

(2) Any allowances such as lost time,
etc., outside ‘the margin for skill are not
paid whilst on long service leave.

HOUSING.
As to Homes at White Gum‘ Valley.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Are the figures supplied by the State
Housing Commission concerning the con-
struetion of small unit homes at White Gum
Valley rcorrect, namely—under eonstruction,
expansible 4, duplex 6%

(2} If so, will he give the name of the
street, or streets, and lot numbers where
these houses are heing ereeted?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (for thé Chief Secretary)
replied:

(1) It is regretted the flzures supplied
direct to Hon. E. M. Davies were not correct.
They should have read: Expansible units,
3;. duplex units, 4,
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(2) Four duplex units are being erected
on Lots 1780, 1781, and 1782 Darling-street,
one expansible house on Lot 1784 Darling-
street, two expansibie houses in Robinson-
street, on Lots 1769 and 1772, °

An expansible house had been planned
for Lot 1778 Darling-street, but owing to
ground levels being unsuitable for this type,
& small four-roomed type has heen substi-
tuted.

HOSPITALS.
As to Auxiliary . Power Plant, Fremantle,

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Chief See-
refary:

In view of the delay by the Public Works
Department in installing the auxiliavy
power plant purchased by the Fremantle
Public Hospital last January at a cost of
£3,000, will he give an assurance that power
will be available to this institgtion?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICUCLTCRE (for the Chief Secretary)
replied:

There has heen ng delay in the installa-
tion of this 80 h.p. plant which was not
available for testing and delivery until the
3rd June, 1949, Immediate steps were
taken to procure the materials for perman-
ent foundations and housing, and it is ex-
pected that the machine will be installed
about the 8th July, 1949. In the meantime,
the hospital is being fully supplied with
light and power by the Fremantle Tram-
way Board.

BILL—TUBERCULOSIS (COMMON-
WEALTH AND STATE
ARRANGEMENT).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 29th June.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[2.23]: There can be no doubt that an ar-
rangement between the Commonwealth and
State whereby tuberculosis can be attacked
as a publie enemy is necessary, and a suit-
ahle agreement is to be applauded. One
mnst not, however; run away with the idea
that heeause some arrangement has been
made, or some agreement has been entered
into, it must naturally be accepted as the
proper hasis.
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On looking through this agreement, I find
there are certain features upon which I de-
sire considerably more information before
I can bring myself to the stage of agreeing
that it should become valid. If we turn
to the sehedule, whieh, is the main part of
the Bill, we find that the Commonwealth
has awxeed to reimburse to the State such
of the expenditure by the State as is men-
tioned in the second clause of the schedule
as shall be approved by the Commonwealth
Minister for Health. In paragraph (a) of
the clause it is provided that all capifal ex-
penditnre after the first day of July, 1948,
shall be reimbursed to the State.

There is no suggestion as to the method
of administration. One realises that be-
canse a referendum resulted in giving
the control of health matters in general to
the Commonwealth, it would be possible for
it to take over health departments, hospitals
and the like; but I think the Commonwesalth
Government has enongh foresight to see that
an arrangement with the States, whereby
they aet more or less as the administrative |
authorities for the Commonwealth is probably
the wiser one.

But surely we should have in this meas-

‘ure something more than its present lofse

phraseclogy; because it would appear that
if' the capital expenditure on buildings is
to tbe reimbursed by the Commonwealth,
then the Commonwealth itself may say,
“‘There shall be a common design for all
hospitals or for sanatoria and ofher places
in which to treat the sick if we are to give
you revenue with which to build.’’ This
would not be wise hecause, as has been
pointed out time after time in this Chams
ber, the conditions in Western Australia
vary so much that the State itself is the
best medium to decide what is desirabie
in any part of the State. I would like to
see this clause explained by the Minister
to a mueh greater extent, and would be
happy if we could receive from him an
assurance that the Commonwealth would
adopt an advisory role rather than an ad-
ministrative one, and allow to the States
a certain measure of autonomy in the con-
trol of such places as sanatoria and elinics.

It is only natural ,that the person who
pays the money will ask for some control;
but surely there should he some board
or authorify on which the Common-
wealth and the State, and probably outside
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interests, could be represented and which
should have a say as to what type of build-
ings should be erected and where. The
second feature of this schedule which in-
terests me is paragraph (b) of the second
clause. It is a long and complicated para-
graph, but what it means in effect is that
the basis of the Commonwealth’s increased
payments for maintenance shall be that
amount which is in execess of all annual
payments to the end of the 30th June, 1948,
and that any expenditure on maintenanee
after the 30th January, 1948, shall be a
Commonwealth responsibility; provided, of
course, that the Commonwealth authority
has agreed to the expenditure.

On the surface this may sound very well
and generous, but we must loock a little
deeper into it. By the time the 30th June,
1948, arrived, this State had shown eon-
sidergble initiative in the control of tuber-
culosis, and had incurred a considerable
amount of expenditure. Is it that all the
other States were equally alive to the dan-
ger and spent, in proportion, the same
amount? If not, the State which undertook
work prior to the 30th June, 1948, is not
going to receive, proportiohately, its faull
share of reimbursement from the Common-
wealth. I suggest that the date to be in-
serted in this clause should be the 30th
June, 1945, raiher than the 30th June, 1948.
That is hecause in 1945 np State in Aus-
tralia had had time, after the war, to de-
velop any initiative in the control of tuber-
culosis. The result would be that all would
then start on an even basis of remuneration
frum the Commonwealth.

As an example of this, I point out that
the chest clinic in Perth was opened on
the 7th May, 1948. The result of the clause
in the agreement will be that not one penny
piece of the maintenance of that eclinie,
from the Tth May to the end of June, nor,
in faet, any maintenance or eost of the pre-
liminary work of the inawguration of the
elinie, will be met by the Commonwealth
Government. We will, therefore, for ever
afterwards have to pay annually the sum
which we had been paying up to the 30th
June, 1948, for the maintenance of that
elinie. If the Commonwealth Government
really desires to assist us in the eontrol of
tuberculosis, I suggest it should go right
back to the days before this became a na-
tional problem—or before the national at-

[COUNCIL.]

tack on the disease was initiated—and pay
for the whole of the maintenance cost of
the new campaign,

I seriously say to the House that we
should amend this by altering the words
‘‘one thousand nine hundred and forty-
eight’’ to ‘‘one thousand nine hundred and
forty-five.”’ Before I mention further mat-
ters about the chest elinic in this regard,
there is another elause in the agreement
which I would like the Minister to explain.
The English is so involved that I can only
surmise what is meant. I ask members to
turn to page 3 and read the fourth clause
of the agreement which provides—

The amcunt of any gift, domatiom or be-

quest received in any financial year by the
State or by any institution mentioned in
paragraph (b) of clause 2 of this Arrange-
ment, upon the maintenance of which any part
of the net maintenance expenditure during that
year has been incurred shall also be taken
into aceount in arriving at the amount of the
net maintenanee expenditure.
The only thing T ean surmize is this: Sup-
pose some body of people decided to give
fo the tubereulosis aunthorities within the
State, a home or a colony for the eare or
treatment of the tubereulons siek, and then
left the State to maintain it, the State, in
putting up a elaim for reimbursement at
the end of the year to the Commonwealth,
would he called upon to take into account
the amount of the donations it had re-
eeived. If that be the purpose, I would
ask that the eclause be deleted from the
agreement. Nothing should ke done to pre-
vent publie benefactions for the care of the
sick.

I would remind the Minister in charge
of this agreement that up to date, in this
world, very little has been granted to the
publie, in the way of medical benefactions,
throngh State medicine. Nor has any real
advanee in the treatment of the sick heen
made as the result of State medicine. DBut
tremendous advances have been made in
the seience of medieine through institutions
which were the result of private benefae-
tions in the English-speaking world.
Nothing that we ean do should alter the
viewpoint that we desire publie henefae-
tions for all those organisations and insti-
tutions that have at heart the care of the
sick. If T am wrong in my reading of the
clanse, I would be delighted to hear what

‘the explanation of the involved wording is.

If, however, it is the intention that the
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amount of any gift shall only ease the bur-

den on the Commonwealth, in the year in-

which it is given, then we might ask the
Minister to review the agreement with the
Commonwealth Minister for Health.

There is one diffienlty I foresee in tais
arrangement—and I have no desire in what
I am now going to say, to offend anyone, or
to iry to lay blame at anybody’s door
—and' that is to visualise what is likely
to happen unless the organisations set up
under the agreement remain strictly to
their purpose. There has always been a
division of ideas as to what is meant by
*‘chest diseases.’”” Tuberculosis is not the
only disease of the chest. Therefore if
we name a clinic for the control of tuber-
culosis a ‘‘ehest elinie’’ we will at once
become invelved in a number of diseases
other than fuberculosis,

I draw the attention of the Minister to
the clause in which it is specifieally pointed
out that the Bill is one to enable an agree-
ment to be executed between the State and
the Commonwealth respecting a campaign
to reduce the incidenee of tubereulosis. Any
expansion into other realms of chest
diseases might quite well find the Btate in
disagreement with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in regard fo cost, either of ecapi-
tal buildings or of maintenance on capital
buildings. Tt must be remembered that in
the chest it is possible to have diseases
other than tubereulosis; snd the heart is
also there. TIf a clini¢ becomes established
as a chest elinie, it is possible that hefore
long it will he ecalled upon to give free
diagnostic service for all diseases that can
he more or less said to exist between the
walls of the chest,

That is not the intention of the Bill nor,
I think, is it the intention of the elinie.
The term ‘‘chest clinie'! has been intro-
dueed rather as a general term becaunse of
the fact that tubereulosis itself has had a
stigma, and the public has always rezarded
the disease itself with horror. The resalt
is that the term ‘‘chest elinic’’ has super-
seded the old term f‘tuberculosis dispen-
sary.’’ There is a danger that before long
the chest clinie could well become a ding-
nostic eentre and go on expanding. because
if we once decide that it should give diag-
noses of heart conditions, we will have to
provide an electrocardiograph and possibly
other facilities for the diagnosis of heart

311

diseases. That in turn would involve the
eliniec with the rest of the profession and
many patients, and might lead to situations
that would be undesirable.

I would like an assurance from the Min-
ister that in the conduct of the clinie the
provisions of the reasure will be strictly
adhered to. While I would not insist that
the clinic should not be called a chest elinie
but should be ecalled a tuberculons
clinie, I would like to see it adopt the same
attitude as that of the Crown Law Depart-
ment which, when it makes a statement in
writing—or in print if negessary—to a per-
son attending, states thai adviee is given in
a certain regard only. In other words, the
clinic would give adviece only in cases of
tuberculosis. In relation to any other con-
dition that came under notice as the result
of examination, the clinie could give full
details to the patient’s own doector or, if
the patient so desired, to the Royal Perth
Hospital,

It is not wise to have men, specialising in
one branch of medicine, expanding their
work unduly into avenues where advice
should be given by specialists skilled in re-
aard to other maladies. I am speaking from

"the point of view of protecting the patient,

much more than from that of preventing
the growth of a diagnostie clinic. I believe
that the intentions of the Bill and the work
of the clinic would be simplified by strict
adherence to the suggestion T have made;
that no information should be given by the
elini¢ except in respect of tuberculosis, It
must be realised that the agreement he-
tween the State and the Commonwealth is
based purely on the control of the scourge
of tuberculosis; and on entering into the
agreement, the State should he careful to
see that jt adheres to the terms laid down
and does not involve itself in any way that
wounld lead to an alteration of the condi-
tions.

T wonld like the Minister, in closing the
dehate. to reassure the House that the State
will not be allowed to suffer as the result
of the provisions of the agreement and that
he will consider altering the date fo 1943
and faking that request to the Common-
wealth Minister. It is not essential that
the Bill he passed immediately. It could
be delayved to enable further discussions with
the Commonwealth Minister for Health to
be held. On page 4 we find the following—
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It is a condition of this Arrangement that

‘the State shall, before the first day of Janu-
. ary, one thousand nine hundred and ffty,
enact and bring into force legislation to give
effect to this Arrangement.
It is therefore possible for an altered agree-
ment to be entered-into between the State
and the Commonwealth Government before
the session ends. I applaud any action taken
hy the combined Governments to remove
tubereulogis from owr midst. It is one of
the scourges of the white man and the ef-
forts of the various bodies concerned with
its eradieation will meet with the whole-
hearted approval of all those who are en-
gaged in this work. I believe they have a
duty to perform, firstly, in seeing to it that
the arrangement between the Common-
wealth and the State is an equitable one
and, secondly, that any measures introdueed
are solely for the control of the disease.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned. -

BILL-MAREKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER TOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. (. B. Wood—East)
[2.45] in moving the second reading said:
The object of this amending Bill is to cor-
rect certain anomalies and to give to the
Eggz Marketing Board powers that were not
considered neeessary or that were over-
looked when the Act was passed in 1945,
The first amendment deals with permits and
was extracted from the National Security
(Ege Industry) Regulations. I will be
obvious that the amendment is desirable.
An anomaly exists st present as Subseetion
(3) (b) of Section 23 requires holders of
purchasing permits—storekeepers, for in-
stance—to comply with the conditions of
such permits, while there is no provision
for producers with selling permits fo eom-
ply with the conditions of those permits. It
is essential for the board to have power to
enfore¢ the ohservance of conditions for the
bhetter marketing of eggs, as many instances
have arisen of producers not marketing in
the correct manner, and in such cases no
action could be taken.

Ion. E. H. Gray: Do they know that$

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: They probably do. Un-
der the provisions of Subsection (1) of

[COUNCIL.}

Section 32, the board is required to make
payments to producers on the “basis of ne:
proceeds of sale of all eggs delivered to ancl
sold by the board.” This means that only
direct and indirect expenses and adminis-
tration costs ean he deducted from the pro-
ceeds of sales, and that the balance must be
paid to producers. The section does no:
sllow the board fo-retain any funds for th:
purpese of buying land on which to erect
premises so as to enable efficient handling
of the produect, to the greater benefit of tie
industry, by reducing costs. At present tte
premises occupied are being rented. There
is no return for this and it i1s a dire:t
charge on the industry. The board is em-
powered o borrow money, but it is doubtful
whether finance conld be arranged for tle
purchase of assets without sufficient
security,

The assets which the board has at present
were purehased out of funds derived undrer
its agency with the Controller of Bgg Sup-
plies, under the National Seecurity (Ege
Industry) Regulations, who controlled ull
the eggs in Australia hefore this boacd
came into heing. It made big profits, and
those profits were handed over to the Stata
boards. That .is what these boards have
heen working on up till now; but natura'ly
that money will not last indefinitely, a»d
more power will have to be given to the
board to use that money. This was remon-
eration for handling the eggs on behalf of
the Commonweslth authority, but the
arrangement eeased on the 31st Decemb:r,
1847, Sinece then the board has heen oprr-
ating under the Marketing of Eggs Act and
paying producers on the basis of “net pro-
ceeds” of sale without being able to accu-
mulate funds to expand the industry.

When the money received from the Con-
monwealth Controller has been exhausted in
the purchase of assets, it is donbiful whetker
the hoard could use the producers’ funds to
erect buildings which, beeanse of inereased
production, are very necessary to allow of
a more efficient handling of the product.
By this amendment any reasonsble balance
remaining in the pool account could be
utilised to provide extensions to enable the
board successfully to operate and market
eges to the best advantage so as to inerease
the return to producers. At present the
board is working under difficult conditions,
and representations have been made to the
Housing Commission for permission to
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erect other buildings., If we are fo set up
these boards, we must give them proper
facilities to store, candle and do all the
other things necessary in the marketing of
eges. | :

Another amendment is the addition of
Subsection (5), which will empower the
board to require holders of permits, both
buyer and seller, to contribute towards the
cost of administering the board’s affairs.
That refers to people who have permits o
deal outside the board, and I think all mem-
bers will agree that that is desirable.
There are many cases where the owner of
a product is . permitled to operate oul-
side the board. ~ We considered ome in-
stanece last week in the marketing ‘of
potatoes where sellers of seed potatoes
were allowed to deal outside the hoard and
they were dodging the payment of a small
levy to the Potato Trust Fund. This amend-
ment is something on the same lines. Sub-
seetion (2) of the proposed new seetion
provides for deduetions being made for ex-
penses incurred in or about the marketing
of eggs and administration costs from the
proceeds of the sale of ‘‘eggs delivered o
the board.’’ But there is no provision en-
abling contributions to be made by proda-
cers who operate under a selling permit and
those who market with purechasing permit
holders as these eggs are not delivered -o
the board. That is a similar position *o
what ohtained in the pofato industry.

Administration costs include the grant-
ing and controlling of permits, and it is
reasonable that these producers should con-
tribute towards the cost of maintaining a
seetion of the board’s staff which, if there
were no permits issued, would not he neces-
sary. To this extent producers who sipport
the hoard’s organisation by marketing eggrs
at its grading floors, contribute towards ad-
ministration costs for producers who, in the
main, market eggs direct to ¢onsumers, thus
avoiding normal marketing charges. Thet,
T consider, is a reasonable amendment. In
other words, the non-permit holder pays’

for the upkeep of staff required to super-

vise permit holders and this, it is claimed,
is not equitable.

Another small amendment refers to what
might have been a typographical error.
The board is authorised to inspect any re-
cords or mecounts relating to eggs and Sub-
seetion (2), paragraph (e), now states

1z
..... eggs or to premises.’’ It is obvi-
ous that it is meant that the aceounts and
records relate to eggs and not to premises,
so the word *‘inspect’’ is inserted and this
will then read, ‘. . ... to inspect any re-
cords or accounts relating to eggs or to 3n-
spect premises on which eggs are produced,
stored, .. ... ' T feel gure that that is an
obvions error and the amendment will elear
up the position. Although these amend-
ments are not of great importanmee in the
general set-up of the marketing of eggs, I
consider them desirable and for some rea-
son or "other they were omitted from the
original Marketing of Eggs Act. 1 move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

. On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE {(Hon. G. B. Wood—East)
[2.55] in moving the second reading saidr
This Bill, although small, is quite important.
It sets ont to do something in conneefion
with the marketing of cats. Country mem-
bers, I think, will be partieularly glad that
this measure is before the House. The Bill
sets ont to make provision for an f.a.q. stan-
dard for oats. Over the years there has
been a gentleman's agreement that dales
hack to 1925 under which the f.a.q. stam-
dard was an inefficient ome set up by
the Agrieattural Department, although
there has been no official standard.

TWhile a standard has been set by the
Commerce Department as regards oats for
gversea, there is no official standard for
trading between farmer and merchant or
between farmer and farmer or hetween
farmer and covporation: and se the Bill sets
out ta declare a standard that has been
approved by the Agriculfural Department
and this, in my opinion, is highly desir-
able. Clause 3, in dealing with the f.a.q.
standard of oats, states—

{a) the oats shall be bright and sound and

free from musty, smutty or other objeetion-
able smell;

{(b) the oats shall have a mnatural bushel
weight of not less than thirty-seven 1bs;
Wheat has a natural bushel weight as well.
CUnlike wheat, it is quite impossible to take
samples of oats throughout the State, and
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thus fix an f.a.9. standard. At the moment,
a large number of people are not very
happy sabout the fixing of an fa.q. stan-
dard for oats, and that is the reason for the
Bill. The clause then goes on to state—

{¢) not Jess than fourteen per_centum of the
whole shall be prime oats, that is oats held on
a two mm. gieve;

(d) not less than seventy-six per centum of
the whole shall be grade oats, that is oats
held on a 1.5 mm. sieve;

{e) not more than a total of ten per centum
of the whole shall comprise tailing or screen-
ing oats (that is oats passing through a 1.5
mm. sieve) and foreign matter.

Sometimes one buys oats whieh are sup-
posed to be f.a.q. standard but they are
really only screenings, and one cannot do
anything ahout it. I bought oats last year
and I would have' been ashamed to have
grown them myself. Yet they were sold as
fa.q. standard! Having no official stan-
dard, I could not do anything about it and
I had to buy them. The clause then states—

Provided that not more than four per
centum of such ten per centum shall be foreign
matter (foreign matter includes other ceteals,
oat husks and the like, weed seeds or unculti-
vated ocats);

{f) not more than one-fwentieth per ¢entum
of the whole, by weight, or five seeds per
hundred grammes of the whole shall be spear-
grass.

T have bought oats in the past from the
Great Southern and about 23 per cent. has

heen speargrass.
Hon. L. A. Logan: Not at Popanyinning.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yo, they came from be-
low Popanyinning. Therefore I think it
highly desirable that we shonid set up an
f.a.q. standard. Oats are now grown more
plentifully for sale than they were in the
past owing to high oversea prices. This
vear we had a voluntary pool operating, and
a great deal of cats went oversea last year.
Probably, the exports oversea will increase
compared with a-year or so ago, and more
oats will be sold. Personally, I am not keen
about sending oats out of the country; 1
would sooner see them being used as fodder
for sheep. However, the fact remains that
oats have been sold, and I am certain that
counfry membhers will agree with mg when
T say that this Bill is highly necessary. I
move—

That the Biil be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE HONORARY MINISTER TOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood-~
East): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2,15 p.m, tomorrow.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.1 p.m,

Hlegislative Assembly.

Tuesday, 5th July, 1949.
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